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REVEREND SIR, 


ob perceive by the Title the par- 
ticular Subject of this Addreſs, and 
at firſt Sight you will recollect the 
Occaſion of making it to Vu; not 
only from ſome private Converſation which has 
paſt between us upon the Argument, but alſo 
from a Paſſage relating to it in your late Advice 


#0 Chriſtians to contend for the Faith once delivered to 
the Saints. 


T ris Paſſage you have thought fit to put a 
Particular Mark upon in your 'Title Page, by 


ſingling it out for one of the peculiar Srifares,, 
which you-prepare the Reader to expect in your 
Diſcourſe ; That plain Scripture-Conſequences are to 
be regarded as Matters of Revelation. And indeed, 
I apprehend it as worthy of a particular Remark. 
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and Conſideration. as you can do; for I ſcarce 
know an Argument, which appears to me of 
greater Importance i in Religion, or that has been 
leſs. conſider'd, than the Right "Stating of that 
Regard which ought to be paid to the Conſequences 
drawn from the expreſs Declarations of Holy Scrip- 
ture. 

Tuts is, indeed, an Enquiry of the greateſt 
Concern in itſelf, at alt Times, and to all 
Perſons. If this Regard ſhould be ſunk too low, 
it might reflect on the inexhauſtible Fulneſs of 
the Scriptures, ſo juſtly celebrated and admired 
by good Men in all Ages; it would greatly abate 


and ſtraiten the Uſefulneſs of a Goſpel-Miniſtry, 


and lay a greater Reſtraint on the Uſe of Reaſon, 


an Matters of Religion, than” will. be allowd on 


any: Hand. On the other Side, Care mult 'be 
raken, char ſutb'a Streſs be not laid upon Scrip- 
ture-Conſequences, as will reflect upon the Per- 
fection of the Scriptures themſelves, . or their 
Plainneſs and Sufficiency to direct thoſe of the 
meaneſt Capacities in Things neceſſaty to Sal- 
vation; or that ſliall countenance the Impoſi- 
tions of fallible Men, and place their Deductions 
from! Scripture, upon à Level with the ſacred 
Otacks themſelves; or, which would deſtroy or 
render uſeleſs that Right of private Judgment, 
that belongs to every Man, to every Chriſtian, 


and every Miniſter; or, that would unneceſſarily 


divide the Diſciples of Chriſt in en or 
Communion. 


Ir 
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- Ir muſt BD. be highly worth the while 
for any, eſpecially for Miniſters of the Goſpel, to 
endeavour to find out the proper Medium in this 
Caſe. And if they ſhould happen to fall into dif- 
ferent Sentiments in this as well as other Matters, 
yet the Purſuit of ſo noble a Deſign will recom- 
mend the Enquiry to every ſerious Mind. And 
as long as they endeavour one another's Convic- 
tion with the Temper becoming a liberal Edu- 
cation, and the Character of Chriſtian Divines, it 
mult be a very uſeful Sen c of Time and 
Thought. | 

A Diſquiſition - this Nature ſcems more el. 
pecially Seaſonable at this Time, upon the late 


unhappy Difference among the Diſſenting Mini- 


ſters; which, as far as I can apprehend, mainly 
centers in this ſingle Point. The plain and ex- 
- preſs Declarations of Scripture concerning the Doc- 
trine of the Bleſſed Trinity, and the Deity & eur 
Saviour, are, as you know, fully agreed to on 
both Sides. Nor have I heard any of our Bre- 
thren deny the Truth of thoſe Deductions and 
Conſequences from Scripture, which are expreſs d 
in the firſt Article of the Church of England, or 


the tuo Anſwers of the Aſemblys' Catechiſm; tho 


for other Reaſons, which we have publiſn'd to the 


World, many of us declin'd ſubſcribing them, 


when you and ſome others of our Brethren lately 
ſaw fit to do it. I am ſure for myſelf, I have no 
Difference with you about the Truth of thoſe 
Propoſitions, which appear to me, as well as to 


85 to have a good Foundation in * 
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And therefore you would not have received the 
leaſt Trouble from me, but rather Thanks, for 
what you have ſaid, or may further ſay, in Com- 


mendation or Defence of them. And if there be 


any unkind Inſinuations in your Sermon, intended 
againſt thoſe of your Fathers and Brethren, who 
could not ſee Reaſon to join in your Subſcription; 
J ſhould have patiently taken my Share in them 
without any return, leaving you to your own 
calm Thoughts of the Matter, and concluding 
that undeſerved Reflections will give no Man ſo 
much Uneaſineſs in the End as the Man that 
makes them. 

Bur I gladly take occaſion from what you 
1 ſuggeſted about Scripture-Conſequences, to offer 
you my Thoughts upon that Head with the moſt 
friendly Mind. I am not ſure we ſhall differ in our 
Sentiments, when we underſtand one another. If 
we differ at all, as far as I can foreſee, it is like 
to be only about the Streſs which ought to be laid 


upon Conſequences that you and I apprehend to 


be fairly drawn from Scripture-Declarations, as 


to the regulating of our Brotherly Love and Com- 


munion with thoſe, who profeſs not to ſee thoſe 
Conſequences, while they own what the Scripture 
exprelly declares of the Matter. 


TRE Aﬀertion you lay down is this, Advice, 


2 p. 28. That the manifeſt and neceſſary Con ſequen- 
ces of, plain ſeriptural Propoſitions, are gs much a di- 
vine Revelation; and ſo to be regarded, as the Principles 
from which they naturally aud neceſſarily flow. And 
FOR marginal Note in p. 2 9. is taken up in 
bak anſwering 
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anſwering an Objection, That Scripture-Conſequences; 
how natural and neceſſary ſoever they are ſuppoſed to 
ze, are Matters of Revelation only to thoſe who ſee 
them ; F but that others, who ſee them not, are under no 
Obligation as to theſe Conſequences. 

I SHarir propoſe my od OR ens of this 
Matter under two Heads. 


Firſt, I WourDp ſhew what Data appears 
to me unqueſtionably due to Scripture-Conſe- 
quences, and which ſeems to me every Way ſut- 
ficient to ſecure their proper Uſe and Honour. 

Secondly, T uE Difference and Diſtinction which 
I conceive ought to be made between them and 
the plain and expreſs Declarations of Scripture. 


Ir in either Part you judge me miſtaken, I 
ſhall take it for a particular A& of Friendſhip, 
af you will take the Pains to ſet me right ; for 
I hope I can ſay, I would ever be open to Con- 


viction from the worſt Enemy, and much more 
from a Friend. 


1 grant then, 

1. Tar Conſequences, which juſtly le 
from Scripture- Principles, are certainly true in 
themſelves, as the Principles from whence they 
flow; for a Falſehood can neyer juſtly be de- 
duc'd from Truth. This they are, independent 
of any Man's colle&ing them. And, in a Senſe, 
they may be called a Part of Revelation, as the 
great Author of That knew that they might, and 
deſigned that thgy ſhould be collected by reaſon- 
able Creatures, from thoſe expreſs Declarations 
made 


* 
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made in Scripture. Thus it was a certain Truth, 
and a part of the divine Revelation made in 
the Books of Moſes, that there was a future 


State of Happineſs for good Men, becauſe God 


therein declared himſelf the God of Abraham, of 
Jaac, and of Jacch, after their ſeveral Deaths. 
This was a juſt and certain Conſequence, whether 
any actually ſaw it or no. 

2. Ir is the Duty of all, who are made Par- 
takers of the great Advantage of Scripture-Re- 
velation, not only. to attend carefully to the 
plain and expreſs Declarations of it ; but dili- 
gently to ſtudy and conſider their Bibles, that 
they may diſcoyer the true Senſe and Meaning 
of the” Declarations there made, which Senſe in 
itſelf is undoubtedly but exe; and that they may 
learn from thence any Inferences of -Truth or 
Duty, which may juſtly be drawn either from 
particular Texts, or from ſeveral laid together; 
and that thus they may receive the full prac- 
tical Influence of - Scripture - Truths. Every 


_ Chriſtian ought to endeavour in this Manner 


to grow in Grace and in the Kuowledge of Jeſus 
Chriſt ; to be f nouriſh'd up in the Words of Faith 
aud of good Doctrine; to **. abound in Knowledge, 

and in all Judgment, and to approve things which are 
excellent, or as I think it ſhould rather be render d, 
to diſcern or diſtinguiſh the Things that differ ; and 
to have ff their Senſes no to diſcern bot h goed 

: Nam v 
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and Evil. In order to this, they ſhould make uſe 


of the beſt Helps i in their Power, by ſerious Read- 
ing, comparing Spiritual Things with Spiritual, re- 
ceiving all the Light and Affiſtance they can from 
others; and join earneſt Prayer to God for his 
Holy Spirit, to ſucceed and guide their Enquiries 
to the moſt diſtin& and comprehenſive Knowledge 
of the Mind of God that they can obtain; as be- 
lieving that no divine Truth, either directly con- 
tained in Scripture, or deducible from it, is _ 
and inſignificant. 12 

3. Ir is the direct Office and patticular Buſi- 
neſs of the Miniſters of the Goſpel, to give their 
beſt Aſſiſtance to others herein. Not only by lay- 
ing together the expreſs Declarations of Scripture 
upon the ſeveral Heads of Religion, and Pointing 
out theſe as there is occaſion to the People; but 


by explaining them, or giving the Senſe as clearly 


and diſtinctly as they can, and drawing from them 
ſuch farther Diſcoveries of Truth and Duty from 
time to time, as they judge to be any Part of the 
Counſel of God. And they ſhould endeavour to 
convince People by the beſt Arguments they can 
uſe, that ſuch Conſequences as appear juſt to them- 
ſelves really flow from Scripture, tho they may 
not be expreſſed there in ſo many Words. This 
way they are to bring out of their T N 
Things new and old. 

4. Every one, who diſeerns the Evidelce of 


any Conſequences of 'Truth or Duty from Scrip- 
ture, is obliged to believe and receive them, as 
well as the expreſs Declarations of it: He ought 


B to 


to goyern, himſelf | þ * his Belick of. ſuch Conſes 
quences, whether th ey; relate to greater or leſs 
Matters; and neyer allow himſelf to deny the leaſh 
Truth, or to a& contrary. to it upon any Tempo: 
ral Motives, unleſs he comes to be convinced that 
he was miſtaken. And even ſuch DeduGions from 
Scripture, as only carry probable Evidence to him, 
yet claim a proportionable Regard. This is a ne- 
ceſſary Conſequence of Sincerit .. 

J. IWovryp farther add, for the Caution of 
and Means to attain the Knowledge of Conſequen- 
tial Truths, cannot be.excuſed before Gad for con- 
tinuing ignorant of them, if He knows that this is 
owing to their own wicked. Neglect, or obſtinate 
Reje&ion of the Light. So that you may. plainly 
ſee, I ſhould never ſtate the Objection to your 


Aſſertion as you do, that others who ſee not Seripture- 


Conſequences, are under 2 Obligation ti 7070, them. 1 
never met with any who. ſo ſtated it; but either 
they ex preſſy allow d this Addition, or laid, down 
in the Connexion, of their Diſcourſe, Nhat imply d 
Mc od #1 11.0 9uJ 1 GALI> 

I Now. goon wich ze lame Plajneſs to pro- 
poſe. the Difference and Diſtinction, «which, Lcon- 
ceive ought to be made between the expreſs Decla- 
rations of Scripture, and the Conſequences. dedu- 
ced from them, 


2 ICANN Or think, tha Conſequences: from 


4 in che ſame Iſtrict Senſe a Fart of 


Revglation, org as you expreſs yourſelf, as much a 
diving ReaYation, and Io ta be, regarded, as the Prin- 


G2 8 eiples 
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eiples from which they flow. Becauſe there is 4 
Mixture of the 'teaſoning of fallible Men in the 
Collectibn bf them, along with the infallible De- 
clarations of the Word of God, which muſt, in 
ſome Meaſure; weaken the Force of them, in com- 
pariſon of the Primary Truths from which they 
are derived. I take this Caſe to reſemble that of 
Aſſurance about our on Intereſt in the Bleſſings 
of the Covenant. You know ſeveral worthy Di- 
vines fotmetly went ſo far, as to make this to be 
the Eſſence of ſaving Faith: But it was very juſtly 
argued: againſt them, that Faith is an Aſſent to 
ſome Seriptute Fropoſit tion; but there is no ſuch 
Scripture-Propoſition as this, that my Sins are par- 
doned, or che like: This is only a Judgment I 
form concerning my own Caſe by Conſequence: 
wliere the Fotindation of all indeed is 4 Scripture- 
Propofition; EN that believeth ſhall ze ſaved,” or that 
Remiſſion of Sins is connected with Repentance. 
But I eannot conclude that 5 Sins are pardoned, 
without knowing both what that Faith and Re- 
pentance are ro which Forgiveneſs is promiſed, 
and without Satisfaction from the Teſtimony of 
my own - Conſcience that Ido believe and repent : 
If 1 have that, I may juſtly infer the other alſo. 
But this can, at moſt,” be'edlled but more remotely 
an Act of Faith, and cannot ördinaril/ be  Þro- 
none with the ſame Certainty as the other. 

Tus ſame I apprehend to hold true of Conſe- 
quenocs from Scriptare in general. Our Reafonings 
from it are ſeldom of the Nature of Mathematical 
Damme Or if they were, the yery Abſtruſo- 
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neſs of that way of reaſoning to ordinary. People 
would ſhew, that Conſequences, which muſt be ſo 
deduced, could hardly be deſigned by God to be 
of equal Neceſſity to all, with thoſe Truths which 
may be eaſily/come at by the meaneſt Men, as I 
ſhall have occaſion to ſhew more fully preſently, 

Your Addition of manifeſt and neceſſary Conſe- 
quences, and that they naturally and neceſſarily flow 
from Scripture- Principles, whatever Strength it 
ſeems to give to your Aſſertion at firſt Sight, I 
doubt, upon farther Conſideration, will be found 
of little Service to ſupport it. For the Senſe of 
theſe Expreſſions, when apply'd to any particular 
Conſequence, muſt come to this at-laſt, that ſuch 
a Conſequence is manifeſt to you or me, that it is ne- 
ceſſary in our Judgment. And when we. conſider, 
that the ſame Conſequence has not appeared natu- 
ral or neceſſary to others, who were as wiſe and 


good as we can pretend to be; all that can follow | - 


is, that ſuch Conſequences that carry ſo great Evi- 
dence to zz, mult be as firmly believed by s as the 
Principles they are derived from: Not that they 
are to be eſteemed as ſtrictly a Part of Revelation 


to Chriſtians in general, as the Words of nig 
ture. 


an 1 ene eee £ 


ture-Conſequences muſt chiefly be meaſured by the 
Plaineſs and Eaſineſs of their Deduction from it, 
My Reaſon is, the Perfection of Revelation, and 
the, defigned Uſe of it for the Benefit of al Man- 
kind. Would it not impeach. the Perfection of 
, if * s A, great Importance to 
©&& + - Salvation, 


[13] 
Salvation, and our Acceptance with God, ſhould 
not either be moſt expreſs in it, or ſo clearly dedu- 
cible from it, as to be obvious to every honeſt 
Mind? Eſpecially when we conſider, that the 
Scripture was intended to make the moſt Illiterate, 
as well as the moſt Learned, wiſe unto Salvation; 
and often intimates. that the plaineſt People were 
more likely to receive it, and ſaving Benefit by 1 
than the Wiſe and the Prudent. 1 20) 
io In the expreſs Declarations of the Scripture inſet; 
F-agree with what-you' ſay, pag. 13 that the Fun- 
damentalt (or the Truths of moſt ' eſſential Impor- 
tance in Chriftianity) muſt- be gathered," partly from 
particular Texts declaring them to be neteſſary, and from 
the whole Tenor of Scripture, from the Expliciteneſs- 0 
the Revelation concerning them, from the Nature and Qua. 
tity of the Doftrines themſelves, and that Influence they 
ps upon the M hole of the Chriftian Life. But in 
Conſequences, how much ſoever we may apprehend 
them to illuſtrate the Scheme of Chriſtianity, I 
think there is no Meaſure ſo proper to judge of 
their Moment, as this of the Plaineſs and Eaſineſs 
of their Deduction from Scripture. For I appre- 
hend it one main End of Revelation, to lay Things 
neceſſary to Salvation clearly before Men by an 
eaſy Way of Conveyance, ſupported by the Argu- 
ment of divine Authority; that ſo the plaineſt 
People, who are not uſed to a Courſe of regular 
N might yet believe and act as God re- 


quireth them in order to eternal Lite, upon the 
ue of e an Ki 5 written, "| 
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Ix Caſes FETs. which: in their own Nature 
are peculiarly abſtruſe and diffieult, I cannot help 
thinking, that it is of far leſs Conſequence to us 
there, than in other Cafes which are more level to 
our Capacities, to go one Step beyond Scripture; 
becauſe it is a thouſand to bne but we wade be- 
yond our Depth, and darken Connfel by YY/ordoowiths 
aut "Knowledge. Here, if in any: other Caſe, we 
ſhould allow for the Infirmities of humane Under- 
ſtaading, and he content with Perſot's Profeſſiori of 
what the Scripture expreſly declares. If any pre- 
tend, indeed, to give ſuch hamm Explicationt, à8 
we apprehend inconſiſtent with that which is de- 
clared exprefly in Scripture, and ſubverſive of it; 
without doubt we opght, as far as we are called 
to it, to oppoſe ſuch humane Explications, and to 
ſhew their Inconſiſtency with the Words of Serip- 
ture; but I cannot think it the moſtilikely Way to 
make a ſucceſsful Defence of the Truth, to adopt 
other, þ mane Explications in the ſlead of thoſe; ſo 
as to make it neceſſary to deſeud them, as well as 
che cxpreſs Declarations of Scripture. 
TR Caſeſ is the ſame as ee eee , 
which: lie at a remote Diſtance, from the Scripture- 
Principles on which they arg founded; the Evidence 
of which. cannot be diſcerned. wirhond a long Train 
of Reaſoning. . Tho theſe, if, juſtly deduced, are 
as, true as thoſe. which, ſtand immediately connected 
with the Scripture Principles from. whence they are 
derived ; f yet It think they muſt neceſſarily be allow 
ed to decreaſe, in proportion co their Diſtance, in 
their Importance to Mankind in general; becauſe 
c the 
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hs Body of People are not ſo likely to be con- 
vinced. of them; and by the general End of Reve- 
lation we may collect, that if God had reckoned 
them of equal Importance, he would have taken 
the ſame Way as he has done for other Things, to 
give an immediate and expreſs Revelation of them, 
which would have reach'd every one. 

Tuis leads me to. conſider the Caſe of the 
Sudducees, who were. blamed by our Saviour for 
not believing the Reſurrection; or, as you ſay, 
p. 29. Marg. that they ſaw not the Reſurrection in the 
Writings of. Moſes, | tho” it was not literally contained 
in the Pentateuch. As to this Caſe I will freely own, 
that the Doctrine of the Reſurrection of the Body 
required ſuch a. Train of Reaſoning to infer it from 
God's declaring. himſelf the God of Abraham, &c. 
that it muſt be reckoned among remote Conſe- 
quences ; ; tho” ſome State of Happineſs i in another 
Life might eaſily be collected from it. But then 
we mult- conſider, that as it is a true Conſequence ; 
ſo our Lord, who blamed them for not obſerving 
It, was an infallible. Judge of Hearts, he knew 
what Prejudices might hinder them from diſcerning 
it: And we cannot from his Example be juſtified 
in laying the ſame Blame on others for not diſ- 
cerning Conſequences equally remote. Beſides, 
they, had, in many other Paſſages of the Old Teſta- 
ment, ſeveral more direct Aſſertions of the Doctrine 
of the Reſurrection; and tho Chriſt argued ad. 
bominem to, them, only from an obſcurer Paſſage in 
the Writings of Mo ſes, becauſe they received no 


other Part of the O Teſtament, he might, for 
ought” 


[16 } 


ought I khow, deſign herein tacitly to blame them 
for not receiving the other inſpired Writings as 
well as theſe ; which: may appear no improbable 
Conjecture, if we obſerve how generally he ſpeaks 


to them, before he appeals to that Inſtance out of 


Moſes, Te err, not knowing the Scriptures, nor - the 
Power of God. But this I am ſure I may ſay, that 
the Denial of the Doctrine of the Reſurrection by 
any of n, after it is ſo much more clearly revealed; 
would be unſpeakably more n than it was 
then in the Saddacees. : 3 2 
3. Ir appears to me, that Ger from 
Scripture are obligatory only upon thoſe, who either 
actually ſee the Connection of them with Scripture- 
Declarations, or have had ſufficient Means to diſ- 
cover that Connection, unleſs they were wickedly 


| Negligent or Obſtinate: And that of this laſt God 
alone is a competent Judge, and not one Man" con- 


cerning another. 

You ſee here, that I freely allow with you, 
p. 30. Marg. That the Queſtion is not, what a Man 
ſees, or does not ſee ; but. what he ought to ſee, what he 
might ſee, if his Mind were not inlaid with Prejudice 
or Paſſion, and he humbly refigned his Underſtunding to 


God. Voluntary Ignorance I readily grant will be 


no Excuſe. And every Man ought very ſeriouſly to 
lay this to Heart; and therefore to make very 
careful Enquiries, eſpecially in Matters of great 
Importance in Chriſtianity; to diveſt himſelf all 
he can of Pride, and of every Prepoſſeſſion; to come 
ro the Holy Scriptures with the Temper of a 
Learner, what God would hare him to believe” 

and 


— —— — — —_— —.. 


= 7 
and do; and earneſtly to pray to God to ſearch 
and try him, and to help him to diſcern his Pre- 
judices or Miſtakes, if he is under the Power of 
any. I will not ſay, that where Men take not theſe 
Steps which Sincerity dictates, Ignorance, even of 
ſome conſequential Truths, may not be ruinous to 
hid: 290 ß | | 
Non will I ay, that there are no Caſes, where- 
in one Man may judge of another, without Pre- 
ſumption, that he has been wery criminal in his Con- 
duct about theſe Matters. For inſtance, when a 
Perſon, who is well known to have us'd but little 
Examination, refuſes, upon the moſt friendly Ad- 
vice, to hear or read any thing offered againſt a 
Sentiment which he has haſtily embrac'd ; if he 


treats kind and chriſtian Endeavours to convince 


him with Scorn and Contempt, I think it will not 
be an entring upon the peculiar Province of God 
to conclude, that he acts therein neither worthy of 
a Man, nor a Chriſtian. 

Bur when Men profeſs to have made long and 
careful Enquiries, when they ſtill appear willing to 


receive any further Light offered them in a Chriſtian 


way, when in the reſt of their Behaviour they ap- 
_ pear ſtrictly religious and conſcientious, I think God 
has abſolutely debar'd us from cenſuring them for 
not acknowledging thoſe Scripture-Conſequences, 
which appear ever ſo clear to us; tho we cannot 
help concluding them miſtaken, as long as we are 
aſſur d that we are in the right ourſelves. How 
manifeſt ſoever the Connexion of ſuch Conſe- 
quences with the Words of Scripture is to us, that 
conveys no Light at 


all to them; and it is certain 
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they muſt govern themſelves by their own, and will 
be judg'd by that Meaſure, and not by ours, in the 


Great Day. If they cold not ſee:the ſame Con- 
cluſion from Scripture as we do, how could that be 
binding to them ? 1 
I foreſee it may be ask d hereupon, Win not this 
hold equally true as to thoſe who ſee not the Evi- 
dence for the Scriptures themſelves? You yourſelf 
argue thus, p. 29. marg. If. our not ſeeing the plain 
and neceſſary Conſequences of ſcriptural Propoſi- 
* tions diſcharges us from any Obligation to believe 
© them, it will follow, that our not ſeeing the Evi- 
dence of a divine Revelation diſcharges. us from 
any Obligation to believe the Seriptuxes them- 
© ſelves to be the Word of God. The Jews (you 
© add) ſaw not that Jeſus was the Meſſiah, tho” 
they imagin'd themſelves clear- ſighted, and took 
* it very ill, when it was inſinuated they were blind. 
You will remember, Sir, that I put not the Matter 
upon Mens ſeeing or not ſeeing only; and that if I 
muſt ſuppoſe you to urge this Argument againſt 
my State of the Caſe, it muſt ſtand thus :-—- If I 
am not obliged to receive thoſe Conſequences 
© from Scripture, which, tho' they appear plain 
. * 2nd neceſſary to another, yet appear not ſo to 
* me, tho' God knows, that I conſcientiouſly en- 
© quire into the Matter, and endeavour to diſcover 
© the Truth; then it will follow by Parity of | 
5 : Reaſon, that a Man would not be obliged to re- 
* ceive the Scriptures themſelves, if God knows, 
© that upon a conſcientious Enquiry after Truth, 


"he cannot diſcover the Evidence of them. For, 


my part, I ſhall not attempt to deny the Conſe- 
quence } 


* % 
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quence thus ſtated, nor reckon it any Abſurdity at 
all. But then I muſt add, that there is a great 


deal of Reaſon to queſtion, whether this is ever 


a Caſe in Fact. The Evidence for Chriſtianity and 
the Scriptures themſelves appears to me ſo full, ſo 
various, fo accommodate to all Capacities, that I 
queſtion, whether, upon a fair Propoſal of it, it be 
poſſible for a conſcientious Enquirer to reject it; 
eſpecially now, ſince Chriſt's Reſurrection and Af- 
cenſion into Heaven, and the Deſcent of the Spirit, 
and the other finiſhing Atteſtations given to the 
Goſpel. This I fay in the Theory; and I appre- 
hend it very proper to be ſuggeſted for a Caution to 
all, how they. venture to reje& the Goſpel. But I 
think, even now, where there are not the evident 
Marks of a wicked Life accompanying it, we, 
ought to leave ſuch to the Judgment of Chriſt. And 
tho He was undoubtedly able with Certainty to 
pronounce of ſome of the Jews in his Time, that 
they rejected him out of Inſincerity, this would 
not have juſtified an ordinary Perſon in thoſe Days 
for lay ing the ſame Charge againſt any. 

4. I Dovsr whether I ſhould have a ſufficient 
W for denying Brotherly Love, or Chriſtian Com- 
munion to any, barely for a Difference about Scrip- 
ture-Conſequences, as long as they own the expreſs 
Declarations of Scripture, give credible Proofs 
that they have taken Pains to underſtand the Mind 
of God in them, and i in other reſpes appear an 
conſcientious, 

For if I ſhould deny Chriſtian A 
ſuch, it muſt either be, becauſe I cannot eſtee 


them credible Profeſſors of Chriſtianity, or becauſe. 


2 I judge 
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T judge ſomething more than a credible Profeſſion 
of Chriſtianity, neceſſary to give Right to Chriſtian 


| Communion. I apprebend that you and I ſhall 


perfectly agree in denying the laſt. If then we 
ſhould differ on this Head, it muſt be on the other 
Branch; and it muſt be aſſerted, that there may be 
reaſon not to eſteem a Man a credible Profeſſor of 
Chriſtianity, tho” he owns the expreſs Declarations 
of Scripture, and gives credible Proof that he has 
taken Pains to underſtand the Mind of God in his 
Word, and in other reſpects appears truly conſcien- 
tious, merely upon Account of his diftering from 
me in ſome Conſequences which appear plain to me 
from Scripture, Now I cannot ſee how I could re- 
fuſe to own ſuch a Man far a viſible Chriſtian, with- 
out one of theſe three things; either taking upon 
me to judge of his Infincerity, which I dare ſay. 
you will diſclaim; or, ſuppoſing that the Scripture 
makes more neceſſary to a Man's being a Chriſtian, 
than it does itſelf declare, which is to me abſurd ; 
or elſe diſowning the Perfection of the ChriſtianRule. 

Ir any ſhould ſay, that the Reaſon why they 
cannot have Chriſtian Communion with ſuch a 
Man, is, becauſe his wrong Apprehenſion of the 
Senſe of Scripture, or of a Conſequence de- 


duc'd from it, is a Proof, that he has not taken 


due Pains to underſtand the Mind of God: I ſhould 
fear, were I to ſay ſo, leſt it would be aſſuming a 
Right to judge another's Servant, and ſetting up 
for a Lord in Chriſt's Houſe, and not a Miniſter 
._ ating by the ſtared Rules he has left me. | 
18S AAT I therefore freely tell you, how I ſhould 
"Think myſelf obliged to aft in ſuch a Caſe. Mas a 
an 


[21 1 

Man of ſuch a+ Character, as has been deſcrib'd, 
ſhould apply. to me for Chriſtian Communion, and 
either by good Information from others, or by his 
own voluntary Declaration I ſhould underſtand, 
that he differ d from me in the Senſe of ſome 
Scriptures, or ſome | Conſequences from thence, 
which appear to me clear and of conſiderable im- 
portance; after I had us d my beſt Endeavours to 
convince him of what I apprehend the Truth, if I 
ſhould not be ſo happy, as by the Bleſſing of God 
to ſucceed, I ſhould yet freely declare, that I own'd 
him as a Fellow-Chriſtian, notwithſtanding whar I 
take for his Miſtake : And I ſhould proceed either 
to admit him to Communion or not, as I thought 
upon the whole it would be like to do more hurt 
or good in the Chriſtian Society where I miniſter. 
If I found him diſpos'd peaceably and quietly to 
enjoy his own Opinion without diſturbing the Peace 
of the Congregation, I know not how I durſt refuſe 
to admit one whom I believe in my Conſcience 
that Chriſt receives. Bur if either his Imprudence 
or his warm Zeal for his peculiar Sentiment ſhould 
give reaſon to apprehend that he would raiſe a 
Flame; or if the general Senſe of the Society 


ſeem'd to lay a greater Streſs than I did upon ſuch 


a Conſequence, I ſhould deſire him to forbear, not 
for the ſake of his Notion, but for the Peace of 
the Society. 
Ap now, Sir, if what I have offer'd about 
pcripture-Conſequences in general prove true (as 
at preſent it appears to me, tho I ſhall be ready 
to acknowledge my Miſtake upon Convi&ion ;) I 
think there is no Caſe wherein it can be more fitly 
applicable, 


* 
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| applicable, than in reference to ſo ſublime a Point 
as the Doctrine of the Trinity. It ſeems agreed 
among us all, that this Doctrine is a Myſtery 
above our Comprehenſion, and attended with many 
Difficulties which none of us will pretend to ex- 
plain: That the Diſcovery of Father, Sou and Spirit, 
is entirely owing to Scripture-Revelation : That 
now this Diſcovery is made, we know not preciſe- 
ly what theſe Terms mean; we have no clear and 
diſtin Notions, either wherein the Diſtinction be- 
tween Father, Son and Spirit lies, or how ſuch diſ- 
tin& Attributions as are made to each are to be 
reconcil'd with the Unity of God. I cannot there- 
fore but ſay with Mr. Robinſon * that I am not fond 
of ſaying tefs or more abopt this Matter than what is 
written there, i. e. in Scripture. © And 1 take this 
Occaſion to detlate my hearty Concurrence with 
him in the Scriptural Account he has given of this 

| ſacred Doctrine in his Part of the late Performance, 
and return him my publick Thanks for it: And as 
many of my non-ſubſcribing Brethren, as I have 
conſulted, declare themſelves' of the ſame Senti- 
ment. I agree with him in the Evidences he has 
produc'd out of Scripture for the Godhead of the 
Father, of the Son, and of the Spirit ; and appre- 
hend that he has given the Genuine Senſe of moſt 
of the Texts he has produc d. What he has pro- 
duc'd upon all the Articles, is the Matter of my 
Faith. What he has added in the End, p. 39, That 
theſe three are the one God, the ſame in Subſtance or Ef 
ſence, equal in Power and Glory; (meaning, I ſuppoſe, 
of the ſame numerical Eſſence ;) appears indeed to 

87. of the Trinity flated and defended by ſome Lond. Miniſters, y. 18. 
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me a juſt Conſequence from Scripture, as far as I 
allow myſelf to enter into the Modus of this My 
tery. But here I dare not be ſo poſitive, becauſe 
I find not the Scripture ſo expreſs, as in the Af- 
cription of the Characters of Godhead to Father, 
Son and Spirit. If any now, with the great Mr. 
Howe, and ſome other very learned and pious Men, 
ſhould apprehend the Myſtery to lie rather in the 
Unity than in the Trinity, tho that Hypotheſis ap- 
pears to me liable to greater ObjeQions than the 
other; yet I ſhould not take this to be a difference 
in the Scripture- Doctrine itſelf, but in the Manner 
of accounting for it. And if any, in this Subject 
of pure Revelation, ſhall chuſe not to go one ſtep 
beyond Scripture, or ſhall decline to uſe any par- 
ticular Word about it, which is not found in Scrip- 
ture, as Perſon; or Eſſence, or Subſtance ; this ſhall- 
not make the leaſt Abatement of my Brotherly 
Love to him. 

You, ſeem yourſelf inclin d to a Notion out of 
the common Way: of the Orthodox about the Ge- 
- neration of Chriſt, and the Senſe wherein he is called 
in Scripture the. Son of God, that theſe in ſtrictneſs 
of Speech are not to be underſtood of his divine 
præexiſtent Nature, but of him as God-man, in- 
veſted with the Office of Mediator. I ſay not that 
you affirm this; bũt - whoever reads your marginal 
Note, p. 16, 17, 18. will ad that you ſpeak 
favourably of it, that you reckon it would be 2 
great Advantage in the Argument againſt the 
Arians, and you ſeem to promiſe us hereafter ſome 
of your farther Thoughts upon that Head. I men- 
tion not this to een you as unſound and obs. 
_ Utica 
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tical i upon account of ſuch a Speculation; you ate 


not by me eſteem d one jot the leſs Orthodo in 
the main of the Doctrine. But I only take notice 
of this, in order to add this Obſervation upon it; 
that whoever enter into this Notion of the Gene- 
ration of Chriſt (as, if I am not miſinform'd, ſome 
others of our ſubſeribing Brethren have done) they 
will recede from tlie Doctrine eſtabliſh'd in the an- 
tient Creeds, and in the ſeveral Confeffions of the 
Reform'd Churches, full as widely, and in a Mat- 
ter wherein thoſe Creeds and Confeſſions are alto- 
gether as poſirive and particular, as in the abſolute 
individual Unity of the Divine Nature and Eſſence; 
which, you ſay, p. 18. Marg. whoever derogates from, 
may be juſtly charg d with denying the Paith once A 
1 the Saints, - Now tho® I allow with you, p. 17: 

that this would be a poor Way of Reaſoning to build 
upon againſt the Truth of an Explieation; yet I 
think it is a juſt Conſideration, to diſpoſe thoſe to 
Moderation and "Charity, who are of this Senti- 
ment; and ſhould diſpoſe all to lay no great Strefs 
in theſe Matters upon humane Authorities and Inter- 
pretations, ' will add, or Harmonies of - Confeſſions 3 
but with the noble Bereans,- to ſearch the Scripturer 
diligently, whether theſe Things are ſo or no, and freely 
and without Cetiſure to allow others * fame Li- 
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BE q me & . Brake and Servant, 
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